Wisdom and Destiny

happiness of Marcus Aurelius, as of Renan
himself, arose only from the return of joy
that followed the renouncement of joy,
and from the enchantment of the dis-
enchanted ? For then were it better that
wisdom be less, that we be the less dis-
enchanted. But what can the wisdom
desire that declares itself thus disen-
chanted ? Was it not truth that it
sought ? and is there a truth that can
stifle the love of truth in the depths of
a loyal heart ? The truth that has taught
you that man is wicked and nature un-
just ; that justice is futile, and love without
power, has indeed taught you nothing if
it have not at the same time revealed a
truth that is greater still, one that throws
on these disillusions a light more brilliant,
more ample, than the myriad flickering
beams it has quenched all around you.
For there lurks unspeakable pride, and

pride   of   the    poorest   kind,   in   thus
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